




Grade 5 Reading
Reading Comprehension Reading Fluency Vocabulary Writing

What your child will learn • Retell the events of a story in 
order

• Understand the characters, 
setting, and problem of a story

• Use important details to tell what 
a story is mostly about

• Summarize what he/she has 
read

• Make inferences such as 
conclusions or predictions

• Choose books he/she can read 
without help
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• Read correctly and with 

expression
• Understand how to read for 

pleasure or information 

• Use knowledge of word parts 
(such as mono-, dis-, or -ish) to 
Ăkyvi syx {svhw

• Figure out unknown words using 
clues in the text

• Learn multiple meanings for a 
known word

• Use dictionaries and thesauruses 
effectively

• Learn new words through wide 
reading

• Plan stories before writing using 
e {if erh ăs{ glevx

• Write stories about a real-life or 
imaginary event 

• Spell frequently used words 
correctly

• Use capital letters and 
punctuation correctly

• Find and correct mistakes in his/
her own writing

What your child will do • Retell stories in order
• Describe characters, setting, and 

story problem
• Tell what a story is mostly about 
• Draw conclusions and make 

predictions

• Read about 130 words per 
minute (by end of year)

• Read with expression 
• Read without stumbling over 

words
• Read silently for longer periods
• Read aloud to entertain others

• Learn new words by listening to 
stories read aloud

• Use new words when speaking 
or writing
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such as knowledge of word 
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when reading
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gather ideas and organize writing

• Write stories about a real-life or 
imaginary event

• Write complete sentences
• Capitalize, punctuate, and spell 

correctly

What you’ll see (products) • Written retellings of stories
• Plays based on stories
• Reading response logs
• Book projects (such as 

posters or timelines) that show 
understanding of the story

• Silent reading in chapter books 
such as Julie of the Wolves or 
Summer of the Swans

• Book reports
• Reading rate charts
• Choral and oral reading to 

entertain others

• Lists of multiple meaning words 
for practice

• Word maps and word drawings 
(illustrations of word meanings)

• Personal dictionaries or 
vocabulary notebooks

• Word lists for practice
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a story
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about an interesting event from 
his/her own life

• Rewriting a story to make it 
better

• Correcting mistakes

How you can help • Provide a comfortable place to 
read

• Take your child to the public 
library regularly

• Talk with your child about what 
he/she is reading

• Read to your child and let your 
child see you reading!

• Have your child read aloud to 
you

• Time your child and see how 
many words he/she reads in one 
minute

• Make audio and video tapes of 
your child reading

• Help your child learn new words 
during everyday activities

• Read aloud to your child
• Play word games with your child 

(such as Boggle)
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mistakes in signs and ads

• Tell your child about an 
interesting event from your own 
life. Have him/her plan to write 
your story using the web and 
ăs{ glevx? xlir {vmxi xli wxsv} 
together.

• Encourage him/her to write 
letters to family members

• Provide writing materials



Grade 5 Science
Scientific Process Skills Systems Properties, Patterns 

and Models
Constancy and Change

What your child will learn • Field and laboratory 
investigations
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• Critical thinking, problem solving, 

and decision making
• Use of tools/equipment

• Systems in everyday life
• Energy interactions in everyday 

life
• Living and nonliving systems

• Matter exits in everyday life
• Properties and patterns
• Physical properties of substances
• Components of the natural world 

• Changes occur in everyday life
• Force and motion
• Patterns and change
• Past events affect present and 

future events

What your child will do • Implement investigative 
procedures

• Demonstrate safe practices
• Collect data
• Organize, examine, and evaluate 

data
• Select science equipment and 

technology
• Make decisions
• Communicate valid conclusions

• Identify some cycles, structures, 
and processes that are found in a 
simple system

• Describe interactions that occur 
in a system

• Identify some systems in the 
classroom

• Examine parts in nonliving 
systems such as toys or plants

• Draw conclusions about what 
happens when part of a system 
is removed 

• Classify matter—physical state, 
magnetic, sound, conductor, and 
insulator 

• Demonstrate that some mixtures 
maintain physical properties of 
ingredients

• Recognize that changes may 
occur in physical properties of 
ingredients

• Observe properties of 
substances that remain constant 

• Identify physical characteristics of 
Earth

• Interpret the formation of 
landforms

• Identify events and describe 
changes that occur on a regular 
basis—daily, weekly, lunar, and 
seasonal cycles
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Grade 5 Social Studies
United States History Writing and Illustrating 

Through U.S. History
Oral Communication Using 
U.S. History Terminology

Social Studies Skills

What your child will learn • Where and why people settled 
North America

• How democracy developed in 



Grade 5 Enrichment Opportunities
Physical Education Music Art Talented and Gifted Program

What your child will learn • Identify fundamental movement 
patterns as well as movement 
concepts  

• Acquire knowledge of the 
firiĂxw sj fimrk mrzspzih mr hemp} 
physical activity and factors that 
affect physical performance  

• Learn safety practices, self-
management skills, and social 
skills associated with physical 
activity

• Recognize a variety of vocal and 
musical timbres

• Read and write music notation 
using the treble clef staff and 
simple meters

• Use standard music terms 
to explain music, notation, 
instruments, voices, and 
performances

• Communicate his or her thoughts 
to the world using ideas from 
everyday life experiences

• Build vocabulary in order to 
better express ideas about art

• Use a wider variety of art tools 
and media

• Explore combinations of media
• “Critique” art with a positive 

attitude, using art vocabulary

• Curriculum is based on themes 
that include core subjects, 
and, for example the theme of 
Perspectives and Questions

• Thinking strategies are included
• Students engage in research 

projects

What your child will do • Participate in moderate to 
vigorous physical activities  

• Participate in appropriate 
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• Participate in dynamic game 
situations

• Sing independently and with 
large and small ensembles

• Play classroom instruments
• Perform folk dances from 

different cultures
• Listen and identify music from 

the opera and selected historical 
periods 

• Create original artworks using 
crayons, markers, paint, paper, 
chalk, clay, and other media

• Discuss and recognize the art of 
more than one culture

• Critique art works aloud before a 
group

• Continue using art tools correctly 
to improve manual dexterity

• Engage in creative and 
challenging lessons, activities, 
and research that require the use 
of higher order thinking strategies 

What you’ll see (products) • Demonstrate more mature 
movement forms as well as 
manipulative skills (throwing, 
catching, kicking, and striking)  

• Demonstrate knowledge of rules 
and strategies involved in sports 
and games

• Student performances and 
presentations

• Improved skills of following 
directions, memorization and 


